





MICROSCOPIC FLAWS on metal surfaces are more 
easily detected when inspection is carried out under 
sodium light, according to recent experiments in the 
G-E Illuminating Laboratory. The explanation lies in 
the monochromatic quality of the light, which permits a 
sharper eye-focus because the light is all of the same 
wave length. In addition, the yellow wave band falls 
in the region of maximum eye sensitivity. 





THE ARC-BACK PROBLEM, in circuits where one or 
more mercury-arc rectifiers are employed, is being 
successfully met with this new G-E air circuit breaker 
(Type AG-1). Use of the new breaker lessens the possi- 
bility of power interruptions where direct current is 
used for purposes such as the manufacture of aluminum 
and other electrochemical processes. A high-speed 
current directional trip starts the action of the breaker 
in less than one-half cycle. 





FIVE DEGREES OF BRIGHTNESS for run-way and con- 
tact lights at airports are available at the turn of a 
switch, using this new G-E autotransformer. With the 
new 5-tap unit, 100%, 30°), 10°7, 3°%, or 1°% of normal 
brightness can be obtained, thus making it easy to 
reduce the range at which an airport can be spotted 
by enemy planes, while supplying enough light for 
incoming friendly planes. 
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STRAIN ON MACHINE-TOOL PARTS can be deter. 





mined while the machines are in regular production—by 
means of this G-E electric strain gage, which uses elec. 
tronic tubes. The gage operates an instrument, or can 
be arranged to sound a signal when a predetermined 
degree of strain has been reached, thus forestalling 
machine breakdown. 








MEASUREMENT OF THE “CREEP” of metals, an oper 
ation which formerly required constant observation 
of the metal sample under test through a microscope, 
is now done automatically by an electronic device- 
at the General Electric Research Laboratory. An 
‘electric eye’’ watches the interruptions of a light beam, 
makes it possible to measure an extension of a wift 
sample as small as 1/10,000 of an inch while it is being 
heated in a glass cylinder. 


YOUR ENGINEERS serving industry and other uses 
electric energy have an important war job to do in helping 
to make the most of our power resources. Electrical ides! 
such as these, though sometimes minor in themselves, 6° 
add up BIG when widely applied —frequently sovin’ 
energy, man power, and critical materials. General Elect 
is ready to assist in the cause of conservation by supplying 
further information or application aid wherever bette 
electrical utilization can help to win the war. Gener! 
Electric, Schenectady, New York. 














301-13-170 









deter. 
n—by 
s elec. 
rT can 
mined 
talling 


1 oper: 
‘vation 
YSCOpe, 
vice 

y. An 
- beam, 
a wit 
s being 


ysers 0! 
helping 
I ideos 
yes, can 
saving 
Flectric 
pplying 
r bette! 
Genero! 



















| 





Volume 118, Number 19 


Revised Setup on Materials 


Due, N.E.M.A. Meeting Told 


Henry P. Nelson of WPB says new system will take place of present 
controls and allocations next year — Max McGraw succeeds 
G. C. Thomas as president of the Association 


A revised method of controlling and 
allocating materials in the war program 
will go into effect during the second 
quarter of 1943, Henry P. Nelson, chief 
of system planning for WPB’s Bureau 
of Priorities. told members of the Na- 
tional Electrical Manufacturers Asso- 
ciation during the luncheon meeting of 
the annual convention, held in New 
York City last week.* 

“Industry has now converted to war 
production to a point that productive 
capacity has passed the available mate- 
rial supply.” Mr. Nelson declared. Pres- 
ent controls, he indicated, would remain 
in effect during the balance of 1942 
and, with some modifications, during 
the first quarter of 1943. It is evident, 
however, he said, that further changes 
are necessary in the priorities and al- 
locations system. The so-called produc- 
tion code, which was an amendment to 
Regulation 10, has been abandoned, Mr. 
Nelson declared, and a new form of end- 
use classifications will be announced 
soon. All prime contractors, the WPB 
system planning chief said, should 
check closely with their subcontractors 
on the latter’s material needs, so that 
uniformity can be achieved in allocating 
materials, 


50-Year Men Honored 


Un behalf of the association, George 
& Thomas. president of N.E.M.A., pre- 


sented certificates to five members in 


in the electrical industry. Recipients 
were Charles R. Durling, president 
Monitor Controller Co., Baltimore, Md. ; 
F. A. Merrick, vice-chairman Westing- 
house Electric & Manufacturing Co., 
Pittsburgh; Henry D. Reed, consultant, 
Anaconda Wire & Cable Co., New 
York; W. D. Steele, president Benjamin 
Electric Co., Des Plaines, Ill., and H. 
W. Young, president Delta-Star Electric 
Co., Chicago. 

Major J. H. Fitch, chief, standards 
and specifications section, conservation 
branch, Headquarters of Services and 
Supply. reported briefly that N.E.M.A. 
had been requested by the War Depart- 
ment to circularize the electrical manu- 
facturing industry with a view to dis- 
covering and eliminating some of the 
difficulties encountered in working with 
War Department specifications. Indi- 
vidual complaints should be submitted 
to the association, he said, so that they 
might be channeled to his department. 


Max McGraw Elected President 


Max McGraw, president of the Mc- 
Graw Electric Co., Chicago, Ill.. was 
elected president of the association at 
the concluding session of the meeting. 
Mr. McGraw George C. 
Thomas, president of Thomas & Betts 
Co., Elizabeth, N. J. A warm tribute to 
Mr. Thomas’ leadership during the past 


succeeded 


year was made by Charles Swartzbaugh, 
former N.E.M.A. president. Five vice- 
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N.E.M.A. SPEAKER—Henry P. Nelson. chief 
of the system planning section of WPB’s 


bureau of priorities, was the principal 
speaker at the annual luncheon of the 
National Electrical Manufacturers Associa- 


tion, held in New York recently 


Norge Division, Borg-Warner Corp.; 
Leonard Kobler, president Ward Leon- 
ard Electric Co., Mount Vernon, N. Y.; 
F. W. Magin, president Square D Co., 
Detroit, Mich.; W. E. Sprackling, vice- 
president Anaconda Wire & Cable Co., 
New York, and A. C. Streamer, vice- 
president Westinghouse Electric & Man- 
ufacturing Co., East Pittsburgh. F. T. 
Wheeler. vice-president Trumbull Elec- 
tric Manufacturing Co., Plainville, 
Conn., was elected treasurer. 

“The N.E.M.A. program for 1943, 
which has just been approved at this 
meeting, is characterized by a consid- 
erable increase in activity directly re- 
lated to the war effort, and a corres- 
ponding decrease in ‘normal’ activities,” 
Mr. McGraw declared in a statement 
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N.E.M.A. HONORS FIVE PIONEERS—Five members of N.E.M.A. were presented with 
50-year certificates by President George C. Thomas, Jr. (third from right), at the associa- 


tion’s annual meeting recently. 


Left to right: Charles R. Durling, president Monitor 


Controller Co., Baltimore; F. A. Merrick, vice-chairman, Westinghouse Electric & Mfg. 

Co., Pittsburgh: Henry D. Reed, consultant, Anaconda Wire & Cable Co., New York: 

W. D. Steele, president Benjamin Electric Mfg. Co., Des Plaines, Ill.; H. W. Young, 
president Delta-Star Electric Co., Chicago, Ill. 


more frequently by both government 
and industry to serve as a coordinating 
liaison agency. Requests are received 
from war agencies for information or 
recommendations concerning possibil- 
ities of conserving materials, the use of 
substitute materials, and data of a simi- 
lar nature. On the other hand, the in- 
dustry looks to N.E.M.A. for informa- 
tion that will enable it to keep abreast 
of the rapid succession of priority and 
other orders which vitally affect their 
operation.” 

Mr. McGraw also stated that the asso- 
ciation had begun to “give progressive 
consideration to the post-war problems 





N.E.M.A. ANNUAL LUNCHEON—Members and guests of the National Electrical Manufacturers Association gathered at the annual 
luncheon meeting at the Waldorf-Astoria in New York City, October 28 
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of the industry.” This new study, he 
said, will attempt to organize a sound 
approach to anticipated post-war condi- 
tions and thus provide for maintenance 
of employment and the full develop- 
ment of new products and markets. 


Bonneville-PUD Contract 


Bonneville Power Administration and 
PUD No. 1 of Clarke County, Washing- 
ton, have executed a contract which 
provides for the purchase of more than 
10,000 kw. of Columbia River power, 
Warren H. Marple, manager of Bonne- 
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ville’s Lower Columbia district office, 
announced recently. The new contract 
supersedes one the PUD signed with 
Bonneville in April, 1941, and assures 
the district an adequate supply of elec- 
tricity for the Vancouver housing proj- 
ect and local war industries. 


WPB Redesigns 
Airport Lighting 


Adoption of a redesigning of a light- 
ing system for Australian airports in 
the area of operations under Gen. 
Douglas MacArthur, suggested by 
WPB’s lighting fixtures section, has 
saved more than a half-million pounds 
of copper, steel and other critical mate- 
rials in a $175,000 order. 

The priority application came to the 
lighting fixtures section on a PD-1A 
application from the Lend-Lease Ad- 
ministration asking a double-AA series 
rating for materials to construct a mul- 
tiple lighting system, which is common 
in the land down under. Cabled indorse- 
ment of the application from General 
MacArthur indicated urgent need for 
the material. 

WPB suggested that the proposed 
system be redesigned for series lighting 
similar to that now recommended by the 
Civil Aeronautics Administration for 
American airports. It was pointed out 
that the change not only would save 
materials without affecting efficiency, 
but also would permit quicker delivery 
because equipment standard for street 
and common lighting systems in this 
country could be used. After conferences 
with representatives of the Australian 
Government, the CAA and _lend-lease 
officials, the application was revised. 
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WPB Announces New 


Controlled Materials Plan 


Revised system provides for allocations of controlled materials to 
prime contractors for reallocation among suppliers — WPB 
power division will be “prime contractor” for utilities 


WPB’s new system of materials allo- 
cation—the Controlled Materials Plan 
announced this week—does not di- 
rectly affect the procedure by which 
utilities obtain necessary construction 
and maintenance materials. It appears 
likely that Order P-46, with evolution- 
ary modifications such as occur contin- 
ually, will remain in operation. 





“Vertical” Basis Employed 


Keynote of the new CMP is that 
allocations of controlled materials will 
be made on a “vertical” rather than a 
“horizontal” basis—to prime contractors 
who will reallocate among suppliers 
rather than allocation from Washing- 
ton to prime and sub-contractors alike. 
WPB’s power division will be the 
“prime contractor” for utilities, assem- 
bling the materials requirements for 
the industry and then dividing up allo- 
cations of material earmarked for util- 
ity operations. 

For internal administration, the plan 
sets up seven “claimant agencies” to 
which all “bills of materials” needed by 
prime contractors will funnel for initial 
adjustment and then submission to 
WPB’s Requirements Committee. The 
Requirements Committee will judge the 
requirements in light of total supplies, 
then divide up the total supply among 
the seven “claimants,” which will parcel 
out their share among their prime con- 
tractors, 

The Office of Civilian Supply is de- 
signated the Claimant Agency for all 
non-direct war items, and it is to this 
agency that the power division will sub- 
mit its requirements as “prime contrac- 
tor” for the utilities and from which it 
will receive allotment of the portion of 
Civilian Supply’s over-all allocation to 
be available for utilities. Distribution 
of the allotment to individual utilities 
then proceeds under machinery similar 
to the existing P-46. 

Originally, only three basic metals 
will be placed under this CMP alloca- 
lions system—steel, copper and alu- 
minum—but other materials will be 
added as need arises. Generally, it is 
felt at WPB that programs tailored to 
fit supplies of these metals will not get 
out of bounds for other materials. 

_ CMP will formally begin to function 
in the second quarter of 1942 and will 
become m: ndatory July 1, 1943. WPB 


Chairman Nelson emphasized, however, 
that the program will be put into opera- 
tion piecemeal as various units of the 
economy can make the shift. It is ex- 
pected that in industries, such as util- 
ities, where the operation is to be car- 
ried out almost entirely within WPB in 
Washington, the plan can be got under- 
way rather quickly. 


Issues Stop Order 
on Federal Projects 


Following up its “stop-construction” 
order on government projects (ELEc- 
TRICAL WorLp, October 31, 1942, page 
81). WPB has formally canceled prior- 
ities on seven Bureau of Reclamation 
projects which either had been low- 
rated in the August 22 program cur- 
tailing power expansion or the more 
recent WPB limitation. Secretary Ickes 
announced, however, that work would 
continue on the abandoned projects 
while attempts are made to get WPB 
to change its mind. 

The projects upon which priorities 
were canceled are Davis Dam, Colorado- 
Big Thompson (except Green Moun- 
tain Dam), Keswick Dam, Anderson 
Ranch, units No. 5 at Shasta Dam, and 
the right power house and units 7, 8 
and 9 of the left power house at Grand 
Coulee. 

Decision on Ickes’ appeal from the 
WPB stop order will be decided by the 
newly created Facilities Clearance Com- 
mittee headed by Ferdinand Eberstadt, 
vice-chairman of WPB. In WPB’s or- 
der all agencies whose projects were 
ordered halted were given a reasonable 
time to put uncompleted work in a safe 
condition for the duration. 


Vacuum Cleaner 
Stocks Frozen 


All new domestic vacuum cleaners, 
including demonstrators, have been 
frozen in the hands of manufacturers, 
wholesalers and retailers until January 
1 by WPB order. 

The order was issued to allow time 
for a determination of the number of 
units available in the hands of manu- 
facturers. Pending its expiration, units 


ELECTRICAL WORLD e November 7, 1942 


may be sold to the Army, Navy, Lend- 
Lease and holders of Board of Eco- 
nomic Warfare export licenses. 
Manufacturers must file an inventory 
report of their stocks with WPB by 
November 9, and by the 10th of each 
month, manufacturers, wholesalers and 
retailers must list with WPB all ship- 
ments, deliveries and purchase orders. 
It is expected that cleaners in the 
hands of wholesalers and retailers will 
be released if the survey shows manu- 
facturers’ stocks are sufficient to meet 
military requirements. Second-hand 
cleaners are not covered by the order. 


RFC Takes Over 
EHFA Assets 


Reconstruction Finance Corporation 
has taken over the assets of Electric 
Home and Farm Authority for liquida- 
tion. The agency, created in 1933 by 
executive order, recently was abolished 
by the President. 

During its nine years of operation 
EHFA assisted 7,105 small contractors 
and business concerns in 37 states by 
purchasing installment contracts for 
appliances purchased by more than 
380,000 families. EHFA capital stock 
transferred to RFC totaled $850,000 and 
after all expenses of operation are paid 
its assets are expected to liquidate for 
approximately $1,500,000. 


C.&S. Files Court 
Appeal on SEC Order 


In a brief filed recently in the Third 
Circuit Court of Appeals the Common- 
wealth & Southern Corp., subject to 
SEC corporate simplification orders 
under Section 11 (b) (2) of the Hold- 
ing Company Act, charged the commis- 
sion with depriving security holders of 
their constitutional privileges. In_re- 
quiring the company to. reduce its pre- 
ferred and common stock capitalization 
to a single class of common stock, the 
commission had overstepped its power, 
the brief held, and requested the court 
to set aside the SEC order as “beyond 
the authority of the commission and in 
violation of the Constitution of the 
United States.” 

Filing of the latest brief, announced 
by Justin R. Whiting, president, was 
in reply to a brief submitted previously 
by the SEC attacking Commonwealth & 
Southern’s move to have the court re- 
scind the recapitalization order, origi- 
nally issued last April. Subsequently, 
the commission refused the company a 
rehearing (ELEcTRICAL WorLp, May 23, 
page 5) and, in June, the matter was 
taken to the court in one of the first 
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NEW UNIT NEARS COMPLETION—The new 30,000-kw. addition to the Bayside steam plant of the Wisconsin Public Service Corp. 
is rapidly nearing completion. The new addition, seen in the picture, with the entire substation, was started early in 1941 and 
should be ready by the first of December, according to company officials 





tests of the constitutionality of Section 
11 (b) (2) to be tried (ELectricat 
Wortp, June 13, page 63; June 20, 
page 6). Previously, the commission 
had rejected a voluntary plan of re- 
capitalization, filed by the company in 
July, 1941, under which Commonwealth 
& Southern offered to exchange all its 
northern utility holdings for outstand- 
ing preferred capitalization. With the 
filing of the latest brief, oral argument 
by the commission and company counsel 
began last week. 

“The fundamental question before the 
court,” the brief declares, “is whether 
the commission can alter the rights of 
security holders without their consent 
and their right to be heard.” Section 11 
(b) (2) of the Holding Company Act, 
the brief points out, does not authorize 
a reorganization of the company “by 
commission fiat”; that the section con- 
tains no machinery or provisions for 
making security holders of such com- 
panies parties or subject to the orders 
issued; that the order involved in this 
appeal is, in effect, an order against the 
security holders and not an _ order 
against the holding company, and that 
it is the rights of the security holders 
of Commonwealth & Southern that are 
ordered changed. 

The company conceded, in its argu- 
ment, the need for some capital read- 
justment. Some valuation of the com- 
pany’s assets must be made, however, 
they said, before the preferred and 
common stockholders can be forced to 
surrender their contract rights. They 
desire to accomplish that end, the brief 
said, “through the voluntary action of 
security holders which does not treat 
the preferred stock as a matured debt 
obligation as though Commonwealth 
were either insolvent or going out of 
business.” 
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THIS WEEK’S NEWS BRIEFS 





Some 400 employees of Public Serv- 
ice Corp. of New Jersey gathered at a 
luncheon October 20 on the occasion 
of the 75th birthday of Thomas N. 
McCarter, chairman of the board. 


A RUNAWAY ARMY BARRAGE BALLOON, 
trailing 1,000 ft. of cable across build- 
ings and power lines in Seattle’s central 
business district recently, blacked out 
a section of the city, tied up the transit 
system and started a fire in a City Light 
substation. The balloon cable struck 
a City Light high line and the resultant 
short circuit started a fire in the high- 
tension room of the Eastlake Avenue 
substation, shutting off service from 
6:50 a.m. to 8:05 a.m. Puget Sound 
Power & Light lines escaped contact 
with the cable. The offending cable 
finally hooked around a power pole guy 
wire and Army ‘personnel got it back 
in tow. 


THE Epison Tower at Menlo Park, 
N. J.. erected on the site of Thomas 
A. Edison’s original laboratory, has 
been placed in keeping of the Stevens 
Institute of Technology by its donor, 
William S. Barstow. The airplane bea- 
con on the 131-ft. structure has been 
blacked out because of the war, but 
the eternal light inside, which was 
lighted by Edison personally, is still 
burning. 


Cuirrorp Krone, 18, clerk in Com- 
monwealth Edison’s revenue accounts 
department, is certainly a “scrappy” 
gent. He turned up the other day with 
three worn-out trucks, an old passenger 
car and a windmill, weighing 10,249 
lb., as his contribution to the employee 
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scrap campaign, now past the 1,000, 
000-lb. mark. The company itself has 
turned in 7,778,694 lb. in the first nine 
months of 1942, 


Tue National Rural Electrical Coop- 
erative Association is moving _ this 
month from its present office at 2038 
Railway Exchange Building, St. Louis, 
to new offices in Washington, D. C, 
according to an announcement by Ste- 
phen Tate, president. 


W. G. Moran, engineer at the Bloom- 
field plant of the Westinghouse Lamp 
Division, has received the President's 
Medal of the National Safety Council. 
Mr. Moran’s quick action and first aid 
methods are credited with saving the 
life of Robert Repsher, fellow employee, 
who received a 20,000-volt shock while 
testing a high-voltage tube. Moran ap- 
plied artificial respiration and, with the 
assistance of John Reed, revived the 
stunned workman within 30 minutes. 


Greorctia Power Co.’s offer to help 
customers locate or sell used electric 
refrigerators resulted in 63 calls, be 
tween August 27 and September 23, 
from persons with refrigerators to sell 
and about the same number who wele 
trying to locate boxes. 


To GIVE SPACE to service men. Hart: 
ford Electric Light’s “Electric House 
at 294 Pearl Street has been made avail: 
able to the local YMCA for housing 


members of the armed forces passité 

° wilMNMgs etlvi- 
through the city. Load servicing po 
; i 
ties have been transferred to the ma 


offices of the company, 266 Pearl Street. 
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Discuss Conservation of 


Industrial Manpower 


National Safety Council, meeting last week in Chicago, analyzes 


methods of reducing accidents among war workers to maintain 


peak production — D. C. Duncan heads utilities section 


With the nations of the world divided 
against each other and engaged in the 
organized destruction of life and prop- 
erty, several thousand men charged 
with the safety of millions of men and 
women in American industries met in 
Chicago last week at the annual safety 
congress of the National Safety Coun- 
cil to discuss methods of preventing 
fatalities and saving manpower for the 
war effort. 

Program of the congress and of the 
public utility section of the congress 
was keyed to the problems of reducing 
the inroads of accidents into the thin- 
ning ranks of industrial labor. Papers 
themselves were varied, but they all 
centered around the peculiar problems 
of safety in wartime and the conserva- 
tion of industrial manpower. For ex- 
ample: 


Lighting War Industries 


D. P. Caverly, illuminating engineer 
of Sylvania Electric Products, Inc., 
warmed that if industry is going to 
maintain peak wartime production, and 
give greatest help to the armed forces, it 
should stop wondering what are accept- 
able blackout lamps for use in air raids. 
It is completely adequate lighting at all 
times that industry needs instead, he 
declared. Such adequate lighting nat- 
urally must be complemented by either 
windowless or light-tight buildings. 
Windowless buildings, he asserted, with 
controlled conditions give a vast ad- 
vantage over other types, in work ac- 
complished, in psychological effect on 
employees and in safety. 

Discussing war safety in the public 
utilities industry, H. O. Sprinkle, Mon- 
ongahela West Penn Public Co., listed 
seven factors growing out of the war 
that are contributing to problems of 
safety in the utility industry. They 
are: (1) Loss of first line supervisors 
and foremen; (2) loss of skilled and 
experienced workmen; (3) speed-up 
and longer work week; (4) distractions 
caused ly occupational deferment and 
draft problems; (5) distractions 


caused by labor and wage controver- 
Sies: | etl mtene 
‘es; (6) civilian defense activities, 
aa (‘) substitution of inferior mate- 
rials, 


Solutions to these problems 
lay, he felt, in programs to train re- 
placements for supervisors and skilled 
men lost to the war effort; moving of 
men and women with possibilities for 


advancement into better jobs, filling 
in at the bottom with new employees. 
Selection of new employees from people 
not eligible for draft—not overlooking 
married women without children— 
held promise as a means of meeting em- 
ployment problems, he felt. He urged 
utilities to defend honestly deferment 
claims for truly irreplaceable and es- 
sential men. Be fair and realistic in 
labor and wage disputes, he urged. 
Hold skilled first line employees and 
make supervisors feel and appreciate 
responsibility for accident prevention. 


Safe Lineman’s Equipment 


Assurance that usable, safe line- 
man’s-protective equipment will be 
available during the war emergency— 
though durability and life may be re- 
duced—was given by T. R. Claffy, W. 
H. Salisbury & Co. He recommended, 
however, that companies take steps to 
prolong the life of protective equip- 
ment they now have. Authorities, he 
asserted, are continuing to recognize 
the importance of lineman’s rubber 
protective devices and have allowed 
gloves, line hose, insulator hoods, 
blankets, sleeves, cable-end test caps 
and insulating stools to remain on the 





E. A, Bringer, Illinois Bell Telephone, demonstrates his model board for studying safe 
line construction practices. The board was on display at the public utilities section of 


highest permitted list allowing use ot 
fresh-crude rubber. If supplies of fresh 
crude rubber diminish, manufacturers 
generally will use increased amounts 
of reclaim or one of several synthetics. 
Certain grades of reclaim with natural 
rubber are usable in all but gloves and 
possibly sleeves, he stated. 

Wartime use of bicycles on utility 
systems was discussed by A. J. Naquin, 
New Orleans Public Service, based on 
a survey of the 50 member companies 
of the Utility Section, National Safety 
Council. Of 31 reporting companies 18 
used one or more bicycles. Practically 
all used bicycles for meter reading; 
two-thirds of the 18 provided them for 
service men and one-half of them for 
collectors. Other groups used them for 
meter inspectors, investigators, survey- 
ors, mail boys and general utility. 
Maximum number owned by any one 
company was 99, Average owned was 
28 and in use 21. No companies were 
conducting special cycling safety pro- 
grams, but six were informing men in 
the safe rules of bicycling. Two cycling 
accidents were reported for 1942. 

A first-aid team composed of em- 
ployees of Public Service Co. of North- 
ern Illinois and organized to demon- 
strate at public meetings in communi- 
ties served by the company, conducted 
a demonstration in connection with a 
discussion of accident causes by Dr. 
Hart E. Fisher, chief surgeon and medi- 
cal director of Chicago Rapid Transit 
Co. 

New officers of the public utilities 
section of the National Safety Coun- 
cil elected for the coming year are: 
General chairman, D. C. Duncan, Ap- 
palachian Electric Power Co.; vice- 


the National Safety Congress 
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SCRAP TROPHY—Nicholas Werer, line foreman, and winner “protem” of the wooden 

trophy for individual high score in Commonwealth Edison Co.’s scrap metal collection 

campaign, receives the award at a broadcast over Chicago’s station WBBM. Left 

to right—Announcer Pat Flanagan; J. F. Gilchrist, Edison vice-president and director 

of the drive; Edward J. Doyle, president: Werer, and Elmer Seifried, first holder of the 

cup. Permanent winner will be presented with a silver trophy after the war. To 
date Edison employees have turned in 2,000,000 lb. of scrap 





chairman, E. S. Miner, American Tele- 
phone & Telegraph Co.; secretary, J. 
T. O’Brien, Jersey Central Power & 
Light Co. W. F. Brown, Consolidated 
Edison Co. of New York, Inc., was 
named chairman of the commercial 
vehicle section of the National Safety 
Council. 
* 


Plants Must Assist 
on Gas Rationing 


In an effort to avoid the complica- 
tions which registration for gasoline 
rationing inflicted on the 17-state east 
coast area last July, OPA has ordered 
industrial plants which employ more 
than 100 persons, including utilities, to 
establish organized transportation plans 
to assist local rationing boards in pass- 
ing on applications for extra motor fuel. 

The plans must be organized on a 
labor-management basis and are ex- 
pected to be ready for operation No- 
vember 12, when national registration 
starts. They will be expected to pass 
upon applications for extra gasoline 
originating within their own plants, and 
thereby save local boards considerable 
time and trouble. 

Occupational driving as well as that 
required to get employees to and from 
their work will be passed on by plant 
committees, and all employees in cov- 
ered plants will be required to apply 
for extra rations through the commit- 
tees. Members of these committees will 
be expected to check mileage claims 
whether or not applicants have formed 
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proper car-sharing clubs, and whether 
applicants have other _ satisfactory 
means of transportation available. Local 
rationing boards are instructed not to 
handle applications from covered plants 
without approval by the plant commit- 
tee. 

OPA will not object if this function 
is taken over by existing committees 
established under ODT or Highway 
Traffic Advisory Committee to the War 
Department programs. Both of these 
have been in the general fields of rub- 
ber conservation and car sharing since 
early this year. OPA does insist, how- 
ever, that the committee or individual 
assigned to its job have both labor and 
management backing. 

OPA field men are expected to fur- 
nish a major share of the energy re- 
quired to get the plan into operation in 
time for national registration Novem- 
ber 12, 13 and 14. National gasoline 
rationing starts November 22. 


Franklin Falls Hearing 
Postponed by FPC 


The Federal Power Commission has 
postponed from October 26 to November 
30 public hearing on an application by 
the Cooperative Service Association, 
Concord, N. H.. for a preliminary per- 
mit for a proposed hydro-electric de- 
velopment to be installed at the existing 
Franklin Falls flood control dam, lo- 
cated on the Pemigewasset river in Mer- 
rimack County, New Hampshire. The 





previous order stated that numerous jp. 
formal protests against granting the 
application had been filed. 

The original application, filed hy Wij. 
liam J. Neal, president, said that two 
generators totaling 7,000 kva. rated ea. 
pacity, are proposed for the initial jp. 
stallation and that provision is to be 
made for future installations to give 


the project an ultimate capacity of 13, 
000 kw. 


Fight New York 
Utility Purchase 


Mayor LaGuardia’s plan to buy the 
properties of the Staten Island Edison 
Co. encountered heavy going when pub- 
lic hearings on the matter got under 
way recently before the finance com- 
mittee of New York’s City Council, 
Charles H. Tuttle, who heads a citizens’ 
committee composed of some 36 busi- 
ness, civic and real estate organizations, 
voiced angry objections to the plan and 
ridiculed the notion that purchase of 
the properties would provide New York 
City with a “yardstick” to measure 
utility rates. 

“We are opposed as a matter of prin- 
ciple to the city of New York going into 
the electric light business,” Mr. Tuttle 
said, attacking the Mayor’s proposal as 
illegal, unworkable and unsound. “We 
are opposed to this particular proposal 
because its indicated financial set-up 
is unsound and unworkable, because 
this particular plan is dependent upon 
power generated in another state, be- 
cause it is unwise to subject the munic- 
ipal operations of this city, when in 
the electric light business, to the laws 
and policies of another state, and to the 
jurisdiction of the Interstate Commerce 
Commission. . . .” Under new federal 
legislation, Mr. Tuttle said, the tax 
liability of the Staten Island Edison 
Co. would exceed $1,000,000. 

In a letter to the committee, Mayor 
LaGuardia said that the plant could be 
bought for a price not exceeding $14- 
500.000. Comptroller Joseph D. Me- 
Goldrick, speaking for the plan, said 
acquisition of the plant would be 4 
profitable investment for the city and 
would throw no new burdens on [aX 
payers. 


Requests Dimout Funds 


Indicating that dimout regulation 
will hit Seattle City Light heavily trom 
an expense standpoint, Superintendent 
E. R.. Hoffman has asked the Gly 
Council for a $9,700 appropriation from 
the department’s surplus funds to hood 
26,000 overhead and ornamental stret! 
lights. 
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Answers North American 


Appeal on Integration 


SEC denies holding company has right, under Holding Company Act, 


to retain Cleveland and Milwaukee properties in addition to 


Union Electric: rejects unconstitutionality plea 


The Securities and Exchange Com- 
mission recently filed its answer to a 
court appeal by the North American 
Company, challenging the authority of 
the commission to require the holding 
company to divest itself of all of its 
electric utility systems, except the 
Union Electric Co. of Missouri. The 
holding company had appealed an 
April 14 order of the commission re- 
quiring geographical integration of the 
company under Section 11 (b) (1) of 
the Holding Company Act (ELECTRICAL 
Wor tp, June 20, page 6). 


Defines SEC Power 


In its reply, filed with the Second 
United States Circuit Court of Appeals, 
the commission rejected North Ameri- 
can’s argument that, in addition to the 
single integrated system, the holding 
company had the right to retain as addi- 
tional systems its properties in Mil- 
waukee and Cleveland. The Holding 
Company Act, the commission’s brief 
said, specifically empowered the SEC to 
designate the single system that might 
be retained by a holding company. That 
power was singularly appropriate in the 
present instance, the commission held, 
because North American had not 
availed itself of voluntary action to com- 
ply with the “death sentence” and had 
refused to express a definitive prefer- 
ence for any one system among those 
it controls. 

In a footnote to the brief the SEC 
made a comparison between the North 
American case and that of the United 
Gas Improvement Co., which is fighting 
a similar integration order in the Third 
Circuit Court of Appeals (ELEcTRICAL 
Worn, October 10, page 5). The com- 
mission note pointed out that U.G.I. 
was making a major point of the fact 
that the SEC was ordering the company 
to divest itself of certain properties be- 
fore its single integrated system was 
defined. In the North American case, 
on the other hand, the company was 
challenging the commission’s right to 
define the single integrated system and 
had made no effort to nominate its own 
choi e. 

“The full essence of Section 11 (b) 
(1 }. the commission said, “is that the 
es between distant holding companies 
and tie operations of their subsidiaries 
should be cut. North America’s argu- 
ment is that, no matter how large the 


system, the ties need not be cut if the 
holding company grants a_ certain 
amount of autonomy to its additional 
systems. This argument is contrary to 
the language of the act and is also con- 
trary to its basic intent.” 

On the company’s charge that the 
Holding Company Act is unconstitu- 
tional under the commerce clause, the 
SEC’s brief cited the Supreme Court 
decision in the Electric Bond & Share 
case upholding Section 4 (a) and 5 of 
the act. The commission also rejected 
North American’s argument that Section 
11 (b) (1) involves “destruction of 
values” and thus violates the Fifth 
Amendment. Pointing out that North 
American has had available since Jan- 
uary, 1936, the machinery for voluntary 
compliance with the act, the brief said: 

“Tt is true that the market for securi- 
ties is lower now than it was in 1936; 
that North American could at that time 
have sold the properties it is now re- 
quired to dispose of at a more advan- 
tageous figure than could be realized 
by a sale for cash today. North Ameri- 
can may argue that a plan for reorgani- 
zation approved at some earlier time 
might have been predicated on different 
findings as to value than may be war- 
ranted under existing circumstances. If 
this be so, and if the consequence is to 


decrease the value of the common stock 
of North American, then any resultant 
loss since 1936 is necessarily attrib- 
utable to the management’s failure to 
avail itself of a very wide latitude under 
the act as to choosing its own time for 
compliance.” 


Ebasco Would Quit 
Foreign Field 


Permission to effect a stock transfer 
which would remove Ebasco Services, 
Inc., from the international field was 
requested of the Securities and Ex- 
change Commission recently by 
Ebasco, American & Foreign Power Co. 
and the parent of the two companies, 
Electric Bond & Share Co. 

Ebasco proposes to transfer to Ebasco 
International Corp., an inactive subsid- 
iary of American & Foreign Power Co., 
all assets of its international division, 
receiving $400,000 cash. American & 
Foreign Power would purchase from 
Ebasco International an _ additional 
1.990 shares of its capital stock of 
$199,000 and advance to it, on open 
account, $199,576 to provide Interna- 
tional with the cash required by it for 
its purchases from Ebasco. 

Further, according to the plan, 
Ebasco is to reacquire 4,000 shares of 
its capital stock from Bond & Share 
for a total consideration of $400,000 
in cash, after which the 4,000 shares 
will be canceled and the capital stock 
of Ebasco Services reduced to that 
extent. 

The SEC set November 9 for a hear- 


ing. 





TEN TRANSFORMERS ON THE WAY—vestined for a midwest oil refinery which is 

being expanded, these ten power transformers are shown leaving o General Electric 

plant to help make 100-octane gasoline for Uncle Sam’s air force. The transformers are 
rated 2,000/2,500 kva., 6,900 to 2,300 volts, 60 cycles, three-phase 
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E. A. Lewis, vice-president Indiana & 
Michigan Electric Co. (left) and Philip 
Sporn, vice-president American Gas & 
Electric Service Corp. 


Sees Fuel Topping 
Hydro Generation 


The future of power generation in 
the United States belongs to fuel, and 
probably coal, generation for the next 
several hundred years, Philip Sporn, 
vice-president of American Gas & Elec- 
tric Service Corp., predicted at South 
Bend, Ind., last week. 

Speaking at a meeting of 400 engi- 
neers sponsored by the South Bend sec- 
tion of the A.I.E.E., the St. Joseph Val- 
ley chapter of the A.S.M.E. and the 
Engineers’ and Architects’ Club of 
South Bend, Mr. Sporn pointed out 
that in spite of the large hydro-electric 
power developments made in _ recent 
years the percentage of hydro-gener- 
ated energy to the total has materially 
declined. Feasible development of hy- 
dro-electric generation in this country 
amounts to only about 270,000,000,000 
kw.-hr. per year, and of this most of 
the sound developments have already 
been preempted, he asserted. 

In the time since Edison’s Pearl 
Street station the amount of coal re- 
quired to generate a kilowatt-hour in 
steam stations has declined from 10 lb. 
per kw.-hr. to only 0.8 lb. per kw.-hr., 
the figure for the 2,400 lb. per square 
inch steam-electric generating unit at 
the Twin Branch station ef Indiana & 
Michigan Electric Co. 

Great as has been the technical prog- 
ress in high-voltage transmission of 
power over long distances, Mr. Sporn 
felt that it could not compete econom- 
ically with the transmission of energy 
by freight, in the form of coal. For 
while there are no technical limits on 
the high-voltage transmission of en- 
ergy. the economic limits as prescribed 
by losses are definite. He expressed 
confidence that transmission lines can 
be built safely up to voltages of 345,000. 

Of all the phases of electrical opera- 
tion, generation, transmission, distribu- 
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tion and application, Mr. Sporn said 
that distribution is the most important 
and largest single factor influencing 
cost. There has not been, in recent 
years, a single revolutionary develop- 
ment in the art of distribution. It is 
impossible, he declared, to look for- 
ward to a substantial reduction in the 
cost of electric energy without the ad- 
vent of such a development. He ex- 
pressed confidence, however, that prog- 
ress in distribution technology would 
continue as in the past, but felt that 
the change would be evolutionary 
rather than revolutionary in character. 
Looking into the future, Mr. Sporn 
looked to development of the electric 
heat pump to carry electric heating 
into the home, on a large scale. Some 
dozen applications of the heat pump 
were in operation in various parts of 
the American Gas & Electric system, 
but he felt that development of a cheap 
pump, within reach of the average man, 
must await the post-war period. 


Technical Electric Group 
Named in Wisconsin 


Electric company representatives 
have been appointed to a committee 
which will conduct the immediate and 
important research and experience ex- 
change work of the technical division 
of the electric section of the Wiscon- 
sin Utilities Association with whatever 
assistance it may need from subcom- 
mittees it may decide to appoint when 
necessary. 

Members of the committee as announced 
by J. A. Tyvand, chairman of the division, 
are: R. L. Boisen, Lake Superior District 
Power Co., Ashland; T. A. Brown, Madi- 
son Gas & Electric Co., Madison; A. G. 
Carson, Wisconsin Public Service Corp., 
Green Bay; E. H. Cotton, Northern States 
Power Co., Eau Claire; W. E. Gundlach, 
Wisconsin Electric Power Co., Milwaukee; 
C. E. Harger, Wisconsin Michigan Power 
Co., Appleton, and R. G. Walter, Wisconsin 
Power & Light Co., Madison. 


In his letter outlining problems for 
committee study Chairman Tyvand 
said: “I hope that our committee and 
our individual interests will keep the 
technical division active and function- 
ing during the war period, with unques- 
tionable benefit to our companies in 
both dollars and man-hours. . .” 


WPB Penalizes 
Priority Violator 


Rutkin Electrical Sales Co., Los An- 
geles, are penalized for violation of 
War Production Board restrictions on 
the use of scarce materials, according 
to a recent announcement of WPB’s 
director general of operations. It is 
charged that, last spring, the company 
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accepted and filled unrated orders for 
more than 50,000 feet of copper cable. 
in violation of Preference Rating Order 
M-9-a. For the coming three months, 
the announcement said, Rutkin will re. 
ceive no priority assistance in purchas 
ing any restricted commodity and no 
allocations will be made to him. 


Rural Groups Form 
State Association 


A legislative program which, if suc- 
cessful, would exempt REA projects in 
Colorado from jurisdiction of the 
Colorado Public Utilities Commission, 
was announced as the objective of the 
Colorado’ Electrification Association 
which held its convention in Denver 
recently. 

Colorado Electrification Association 
represents nineteen Colorado rural 
electrification groups in 61 of the state’s 
63 counties and embraces more than 
25,000 users of rural electricity, O. E. 
Gregory of Divide, president of the 
association, has announced. 

Complete post-war development of 
rural electrification in the state will be 
undertaken, contingent on passage of 
new laws drafted in Denver under sup- 
ervision and guidance of John E. Dona- 
hue, regional REA counsel, and B. C. 
McLain, REA regional operations engi- 
neer, both of St. Louis, Mo., who par- 
ticipated in the local conference. 


MEETINGS 


Great Lakes Power Club—Fall meeting 
House, Chicago, Ill., November 20. W. M. Woll 


Palmer 


president, Commonwealth Edison Co. 
Adams St., Chicago, Ill. 

Technical Valuation Society—Annua! forum, New 
York, N. Y., December 12. W. C. Fisher, chair- 
man, 33 West 39th St., New York, N. Y. 


72 W 


Previously Listed 


National Association of Railroad and Utilities 
Commissioners—Annual convention, St. Louis 
Mo., November 10-12. Ben Smart, secretary 
7411-13, New Post Office Bldg., Washington, 
B.C, 


Pennsylvania Electric Association 
and Distribution Committee 
Harrisburg, Pa., Nov. 13. A. B, Millar, manag- 
ing director, State Street Bldg., Harrisburg, Pa. 

American Society of Mechanical Engineers — 
Annual meeting, Astor Hotel, New York, N Y. 
November 30-December 4. Ernest Hartford 
executive assistant secretary, 2? West 39th St. 
New York, N. Y. 


National Exposition of Power and Mechanical 
Engineering — Madison Square Garden, New 
York, N. Y., November 30-December 4. 

National Association of Manufacturers—Congress 
of American Industry, Waldorf-Astoria Hotel 
New York, N. Y. smb 30-December 4. 
G. G. Geddis, 14 West 49th St., New York, N.Y 


American Society of Agricultural Engineers—Fall 
meeting, LaSalle Hotel, Chicago, Ill., Decem- 
ber 7-9. Raymond Olney, secretary, St. Josepn 
Mich. 


American Society of “@ivil Engineers — Annual 
meeting, headquartéfs, New York, N. Y anu- 
ary 20-22. George T. Seabury, secretary, 33 
West 39th St., New York, N. Y. 

American Institute of Electrical Engineers — 
Winter convention, New York, N. Y., January 
25-29. H. H. Henline, secretary, 33 Wé 39th 
St., New York, N. Y. 


TS 


Transmission 
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WHY L-M HAS ALL 
THESE FEATURES 


The LM ROUND-WOUND 
Transformer is distinctly dif- 


ferent from any other trans- 
former because L-M found a 
way to do the hitherto im- 
possible of winding round 
coils directly onto a wound 
core of hot-rolled silicon strip 
steel without disturbing the 
core after annealing. 
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SALVAGE SPEED-UP—Members of the mechanical maintenance 


crews at Niagara Falls Power, 
using salvaged materials, built a hydraulic press that pulls a runner from a turbine shaft in 


less than half an hour—a job that usually requires hours of difficult work. Above, Albert Gump. 


foreman, observes a pressure test on the press. Below, Frank Nyburg applies air pressure as 


crew prepares to pull a 10,000-hp. runner from a turbine shaft removed from Schoellkopf station 


MORE WAR INDUSTRY POWER—Connecticut Light 
a 45,000-kw. Westinghouse machine designed for 85 





4 Power's latest generating unit, 

psi., served by two 225,000-Ib.- 

coal boilers and delivering 13.8-kv. 
hydrog(n-cooled outfit with a tandem- 


HONORS FOR OKONITE’S HAZARD DIVISION—With a total of 187 years of service, these four 

employees of the Hazard Division of the Okonite Co. were delegated to receive the Army-Navy 

“E” award insignia during presentation ceremonies recently. Presentation was made by James A. 

Stevens, commanding officer of Indiantown Gap Military Reservation. Employees are Charles 
Hoats (receiving insignia), David Jones, John Williams and Charles Downs 


t 


i Pro P 


BEFORE AND AFTER THE WRECKERS—Shown (left) is a switchboard at Monroe Street power 

station of Washington Water Power Co. before it was dismantled to provide vital materials for the 

war. A. B. Gates (at left) is seen beginning the dismantling job. Above, R. D. Williams, general 

storekeeper, and Lennis Kile, workman, examine a portion of the 26,000 lb. of copper salvaged 

at the station, where 3,000 lb. of brass and 1,500 lb. of lead were also reclaimed. The equipment 
was installed many years ago and has since been replaced 
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sults in improved over-all power plant saved in initial investment. Power is saved 
performance. When turbine engineers, in operation. 

condenser engineers, and steam research Only with a complete line of steam 
engineers work together as they do at equipment, supported by complete engi- 
Steam Headquarters every unit in the neering facilities, is such co-ordination 
power plant installation is fitted more possible. 


accurately to its specific job. Result— If you are planning a new turbine- comste 
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lower cost, maximum kw per pound of generator installation or working toward 
A COMPLETE STEAM LINE INCLUD- 


ING TURBINE-GENERATORS * CON- 
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) Dutput Curve 
: Continues Rise 


The amount of electrical energy dis- 
Vtributed by the electric light and power 
industry continued to show a gain, with 
“ithe figures for the week ended Oct. 31 
Wi showing 3,774,891,000 kw.-hr., as com- 
pared to 3,752,571,000 kw.-hr. for the 
week ended Oct. 24. For the week pre- 
| ceding the figure was 3,717,360,000 kw.- 
‘hr. The percentage increase from the 
| corresponding week of 1941 was 11.7 
percent—a slight drop from the 12.2 
} percent gain registered at the end of 
| the preceding week. 

The Pacific Coast region increased its 
lead over the rest of the country’s geo- 
graphic regions with a 31.2 percent 
gain over the 1941 week and a 30.7 
nercent lead the week previous. The 
Southern States, with 19.9 percent gain, 
showed the next largest increase. All 
he rest of the regions showed a slack- 
ng off in the gains registered the pre- 
ious week, according to the Edison 
"lectric Institute, source of the figures. 












Weekly Output, Millions Kw.-Hr. 


1942 1941 1940 
+. 31 3,775 Nov. | 3,380 Nov. 2 2,882 
wt. 24 3,752 Oct. 25 3,341 Oct. 26 2,867 
Oct. 17 3.717 Oct. 18 3,313 Oct. 19 2,838 
Oct. 10 3,702 Oct. I! 3,355 Oct. 12 2.817 
mM’) Yet, 3 3,683 Oct. 4 3,330 Oct. 5 2,792 
r | oh 26 3,720 Sept. 27 3,273 Sept. 28 2,816 
| "19 31757 Sept. 20 3.273 Sept. 21 2.769 
12 3.571 Sept. 13 3,322 Sept. 14 2,773 
29 3,640 Aug. 30 3,261 Aug. 31 2,736 
22 3,674 Aug. 23 3.231 Aug. 24 2,714 





?ercent Change from Previous Year 


Week Ending 





Oct.31 Oct. 24 Oct. 17 


2w England .. rose SS OO + 4.1 + 5.5 
id-Atlantic .......... +45 + 5.6 + 6.2 
entral Industrial ..... + 6.8 + 7.9 + 8.2 
Vest Central + 8.9 +-10.6 +-10.9 
outhern States +-19.9 -17.6 +17.6 
cocky Mountain + 8.8 +-13.1 + 8.9 
acific Coast +31.2 +-30.7 +28.1 











Total United States +-11.7 +-12.3 +12.2 


°ucific Power & Light 


Power resources of the Deschutes. 
Ore., system of the Pacific Power & 
Light Co., according to General Super- 
mtendent H. H. Schoolfield, will be in- 
creased and balanced by a $100,000 
construction program now under way at 
Prineville and Redmond. . 

This is a two-part program. About 
$80,000 will go into relocation and en- 
largement of the hydro-electric plant 
t Cline Falls on the Deschutes River. 
"he plant will be moved downstream 
pproximately, gaining 


considerable 
id. The present 150 kw. generator 
ll be replaced by one of 750 kw. ca- 
pacity, This will be useful in meeting 
iter peak demand, slacking off dur- 
the summer irrigating period of 
low demand. 


ino 
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Billions of Kw.-hir 


The other feature of the program is 
an interconnection with the Ochoco 


Construction Program Lumber Co. at Prineville whereby an 


estimated 3,000,000 kw.-hr. of addi- 
tional energy will be made available in 
the eastern end of the system and mak- 
ing available 1,000 kw. for peak and 
emergency. The 22.000-volt connection 
will require a line 4 miles long. Con- 
struction is now under way, using iron 
,wire to conserve critical copper and 
aluminum. 
. 


Thermostats Banned 


Thermostats may not be attached to 
domestic cooking stoves after Dec. 25 
under amendment to Order L-23-c. 
Their manufacture constitutes an un- 
necessary use of critical materials since 
the devices are not necessary for top 
burner cooking. oven baking or broil- 


ing, WPB declared. 
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Indiana Group Assured 
Ample Power Supply 


The electric generating capacity of 
the country is ample for war and, bar- 
ring an unforeseen emergency, there 
will be no power rationing in Indianapo- 
lis or central Indiana in 1942, members 
of the Electric League of Indiapanolis 
were told at a recent meeting. C. W. 
Kellogg, president of the Edison Elec- 
tric Institute, said that “when war be- 
came the principal business of the 
country, non-war activities were pinched 
off and their place taken by war in- 
dustry and that total energy require- 
ments were about the same as they 
would be in any boom period.” 

Dan C. Hess, vice-president of the 
Indianapolis Power & Light Co., assured 
members of the league that there would 
be little likelihood of rationing of en- 
ergy during 1943. 
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Dr. W. R. Whitney Awarded 
John Fritz Medal 


Willis R. Whitney, engineer, in- 
ventor, author and educator, has been 
made the recipient of the 1943 John 
Fritz Medal, highest American 


engi- 





neering award. Dr. Whitney has been 
awarded the medal “for distinguished 
research, both as an individual investi- 
gator and as an outstanding and inspir- 
ing administrator of pioneering enter- 
prise, co-ordinating pure science with 
the service of society through industry.” 

Dr. Whitney’s most notable achieve- 
ment has been his contributions to the 
creation and development of the Gen- 
eral Electric research laboratory, a pi- 
oneer in the application of science to 
industry. In 1900, when the research 
laboratories were established at Sche- 
nectady, he was appointed director of 
research. He became vice-president of 
the company and director of research in 
1928, and in 1932 vice-president in gen- 
eral charge of research. He has been 
connected with the teaching staff of the 
Massachusetts Institute of Technology 
since his graduation from that institute 
in 1890, being non-resident professor of 
chemical research since 1908. 

Many of the engineering profession’s 
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highest honors have been bestowed 
upon Dr. Whitney, including the Edi- 
son Medal of the American Institute 
of Electrical Engineers. the Willard 
Gibbs Medal., the Chandler Medal, the 
Perkin Medal and the Franklin Medal. 
He is a past-president of the Electro- 
chemical Society and the American So- 
ciety of Chemical Engineers and is a 
member of the A.I.E.E., A.I.M.E., the 
American Physical Society and the 
American Association for the Advance- 
ment of Science. 


>R. F. Hartrenstern, for many years 
connected with the Ohio Edison Co., 
as director of lighting. has been given 
a leave of absence to join the OCD in 
the capacity of chief of technical sec- 
tion for the Fifth Service Command 
Protective Branch. His territory will 
cover four states—Ohio, Indiana. West 
Virginia and Kentucky. Mr. Harten- 
stein will serve in an advisory capacity 
on blackouts, camouflage and protective 
construction for these four states. 


> Epwarp L. Davies, gas operating 
manager of the Long Island Lighting 
Co., has been appointed to also assume 
the duties of director of safety for the 
system companies. Mr. Davies has been 
identified with the Long Island system 
for 30 years. Until 1927, when Mr. 
Davies was associated only with the 
Queens Borough Gas & Electric Co., he 
had the direction of all safety activities. 
During this time he instituted the many 
campaigns and activities which resulted 
in substantial contributions to the safety 
record of the company. 


PA. C. Treece, head of the Chicago 
sales office of the plastics department of 
the General Electric Co., has trans- 
ferred to the department’s headquarters 
at Pittsfield, Mass., where he under- 
takes a specal assignment in the manu- 
facturing division. T. E. Gretin, as- 
sistant manager of sales, moves from 
the headquarters at Pittsfield to the 
Chicago sales office. 
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New Appointments Made 
by Allis-Chalmers 


Retirement of Dr. William M. White, 
internationally known engineer and 
manager of the hydraulic turbine de. 
partment of the Allis-Chalmers Manv- 
facturing Co., has been announced. |. 
Frank Roberts, head hydraulic engineer 
of the Tennessee Valley Authority, has 
been appointed to succeed Dr. White 
and H. P. Binder has been made man- 
ager of the centrifugal pump depart: 
ment. Dr. White’s retirement after 31 
years with the organization was ar- 
nounced at a dinner held recently to 
honor Dr. White, William Watson, r- 
tired vice-president in charge of manv- 
facturing, and Herman Schiffn, retired 
manager of the crushing. cement and 
mining machinery department. 

Mr. Roberts joined Allis-Chalmers 
in 1919, entering the company’s gradv- 
ate engineer training course. He be 





J. F. Roberts 


came office manager in the hydraulit 
department and remained in that ce 
pacity until 1927. He then left to Jo” 
a Canadian utility. In 1938 he becam 
identified with TVA. 


Mr. Binder has been connected with 
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Dr. W. M. White 


the company for 30 years and has been 
assistant manager of the hydraulic de- 
partment, in charge of centrifugal pump 
sales and engineering, since 1940. 

Dr. White has been identified with 
some of the largest hydro-electric in- 
stallations in the world, including Ni- 
agara Falls, Boulder Dam and TVA. 
Before joining Allis-Chalmers, in 1911, 
he was associated with the I. P. Morris 
department of the Wm. Cramp & Son 
Ship and Engine Building Co., Phila- 
delphia. 

To Dr. White are credited about 50 
patents on his many inventions. His 
work, both as an engineer and an author 
of engineering treatises, has been 
widely recognized. In 1930 his alma 
mater, Tulane University, awarded him 
the honorary degree of doctor of sci- 
ence, and in 1940 he was named a 
Modern Pioneer. Dr. White is a mem- 
ber of the American Institute of Elec- 
trical Engineers, the American Society 
of Mechanical Engineers and the Amer- 
ican Society of Civil Engineers. 


> W. P. Granam, who has served as 
chancellor of Syracuse University, has 
retired. A graduate of Syracuse Univer- 
sity, Dr. Graham received the degree 
of doctor of philosophy from the Uni- 
versity of Berlin. Following a year’s 
study in the electrical engineering lab- 
oratory at the Technische Hochschule, 
Darmstad, he returned to the United 
States as associate professor of elec- 
trical engineering in the college of 
liberal arts at Syracuse University. Sub- 
sequently he served as head of the de- 
partment of applied engineering, dean 
ol the college of applied science, vice- 


chancellor and since 1937 he has served 
as chancellor. He is a member of the 
American Association for the Advance- 
ment of Science and a fellow of the 
American Institute of Electrical Engi- 


ne 


OBITUARY 
N. J. Darling 


Nelson J. Darling, manager of Gen- 
eral Electric’s West Lynn and River 
Works, whose death was announced in 
ExectricaAL Worip, Octoder 31, page 
85, was born in Toronto, Canada, the 
son of the late Henry W. Darling, for 
many years treasurer of Genera! Elec- 
tric. Graduating from Cornell Univer- 
sity in electrical engineering in 1907, 
Mr. Darling entered G.E. as a student 
engineer and for a time served at the 
Panama Canal in connection with the 
installation of electrical equipment. He 
then was attached to the railway engi- 
neering department at the company’s 
Schenectady works and after that was 
located at the Erie works, engaging in 
turbine design for naval craft and in 
ammunition developments during 
World War I. In 1918 he was appointed 
assistant manager at Erie and in 1922 
went to Lynn as manager of the River 
works. Under his direction the Lynn 
and Everett plants have expanded to 
major importance in relation to the 
present war production program. 

In the fields of public and employee 
relations Mr. Darling achieved a repu- 





tation for interest in civic affairs and 
ability to effect efficient production 
with a humane comprehension of the 


outlook and problems of the rank and 
file. 


> L. Harry Howe, 59, first chief sys- 
tem dispatcher of the Boston Edison 
Co., and who was connected with the 
company’s generating department for 
about 38 years, died at his home in Ar- 
lington. Mass., on October 27. He was 
a former president of the Edison Em- 
ployees Club and was active in the New 
England System Operators Club, of 
which he had been chairman. He re- 
tired in 1940. 


ELECTRICAL WORLD @ November 7, 1942 


F. R. Phillips 


Frank R. Phillips, chairman of the 
board of the Philadelphia Company 
and subsidiary companies, whose death 





was announced in ELectricaL WorLD, 
October 31, page 127, became identi- 
fied with the utility companies in Pitts- 
burgh in 1909, assisting in the develop- 
ment of the street railways in that city. 
He pioneered in the development of 
the low-floor, center-entrance car, so 
successful in present-day street railway 
operation. In 1910 he was made super- 
intendent of equipment of the Pitts- 
burgh Railways Co., and subsequently 
served as acting general manager for 
the receivers and, when the receivership 
was lifted, as mechanical and electrical 
engineer. 

In 1926 Mr. Phillips was elected vice- 
president and general manager of the 
Duquesne Light Co. and its subsidiaries 
and three years later became senior 
vice-president of the Philadelphia Co. 
and president of its subsidiary com- 
panies. In 1931 he was elected to the 
presidency of the Philadelphia Co. and 
subsidiary companies, from which office 
he retired early this year. 


> Benyamin G. ButtToipn, 76, vice- 
president emeritus of the Manufactur- 
ers Mutual Fire Insurance Co., Provi- 
dence, R. I., died in that city on Oc- 
tober 16. He was a native of Essex, 
Vt., a graduate of the Massachusetts In- 
stitute of Technology, and active in the 
Providence Engineering Society. 


> J. Morton Davis, 71, former produc- 
tion manager of the River Works, Gen- 
eral Electric Co., Lynn, Mass., died re- 
cently at his home in Marblehead, Mass. 
His service totaled 35 years, and at one 
time he was manager of the meter and 
instrument departments, later holding 
an executive post in the purchasing 
branch. Mr. Davis belonged to the 
Thomson Quarter Century Club, and 
retired in 1935. 
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Post-War Period 
Planning Urged 


Creation of a federal “department 
of planning” to enable America to make 
the best use of technological advances 
in the post-war period, was suggested 
by Roy C. Muir, General Electric vice- 
president in charge of engineering. Mr. 
Muir spoke at a convocation marking 
the 50th anniversary of the school of 
engineering at Manhattan College. The 
honorary degree of doctor of engineer- 
ing was conferred on Mr. Muir. 

“A plan within industry” and some 
form of international co-operation were 
urged by Mr. Muir as part of the co- 
ordinated planning required to make 
technological benefits available to all 
and to preserve peace after victory. 
“Federal supervisory agencies are nec- 
essary,” he said, “‘but the underlying 
philosophy of these agencies must be 
to remove, rather than to place, ob- 
stacles in the path of technological 
progress. If we are to obtain and main- 
tain a long range plan to which we may 
work, we must have some of the ablest 
men in the country devoting their lives 
to this task. Perhaps we might have a 
fourth branch of government, a depart- 
ment of planning, or, if you prefer, of 
social and economic development. . . 
There must be some plan within indus- 
try for winning the peace, when the war 
is won. We shall have lost, temporarily 
at the least, many of the things we are 
now fighting for if we cannot keep 
people at work in the post-war 
period, . .” 


Zinc-Coated Lamp Bases 
Used by Sylvania 


To provide a more positive protection 
against rust, Sylvania Electric Products, 
Inc., is using a zinc-coated steel base on 
some sizes of fluorescent lamps and 
announces the extension of this type 
base to all fluorescent lamps as rapidly 
as practicable, 
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The use of a zinc coating on the base, 
eliminates the necessity of applying rust 
prevention measures which were re- 
quired with the plain steel] bases. 


L-M Larger Dividend 


Line Material Co., Milwaukee, Wis., 
has voted a dividend of 20 cents a share, 
or 5 cents more than the previous pay- 
ment on August 15. 


Okonite Extra Dividend 


Directors of the Okonite Co. have de- 
clared an extra dividend of 50 cents 
per share in addition to the usual quar- 
terly dividend of $1.50 per share on the 
common stock, both paid on November 
2 to holders of record October 22. Like 
amounts were paid in each of the five 
preceding quarters. 


Westinghouse Net 
For 9 Months Off 


Westinghouse Electric & Manufac- 
turing Co. reports that the income be- 
fore provision for federal income and 
excess profits taxes amounted to $78,- 
513,719, compared with $45,302,297 for 
the 1941 period. 

Provision for the taxes came to $68,- 
897,990, leaving after tax deductions a 
net income of $9,615,728 for the nine 
months, a decrease of 39 percent from 
the corresponding period the year be- 
fore. Under the tax bill which became 
law on October 21 the tax provision 
will be reduced approximately $3,000,- 
000 and the net income increased ac- 
cordingly. 

Net income was equal under the par- 
ticipating provision of the shares to $3 
each on the combined 79,974 shares of 
7 percent participating preferred and 
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MADE-TO-ORDER STORAGE—Faced with the double problem of big orders from the 

Army. Navy and war plants for heating and ventilating equipment, plus its unwill- 

ingness to use critical materials to build more factory space, Ilg Electric Ventilating 

Co. built an open air concrete storage space immediately adjacent to its present plant. 

Space inside the plant which would ordinarily have been used for storage purposes has 
been equipped with new machinery further to speed war production 
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3,126,581 shares of common stock, both 
of $50 par value, It compared with 
$15.860,252, or $5.93 a share, earned 
on the combined 7 percent preferred 
and common stocks in the nine months 
ended with September, 1941, when pro- 
vision for taxes was $29,442,045. 

In the first nine months of this year, 
the company delivered $370,516,956 of 
completed products, an increase of 37 
percent over the similar period of 1941. 
Unfilled orders on September 30 were 
$867,104.570, or 124 percent above the 
$387,127.989, a year earlier, while or- 
ders booked, $841,505,552, were 90 per- 
cent ahead of last year’s figure of $442,- 
483,322. 

‘Production rates,” A. W. Robertson, 
chairman, stated, “are increasing stead- 
ily, so that war materials are being 
turned out by Westinghouse plants 
considerably faster than they were a 
year ago. The company expects to pro- 
duce at least $500,000,000 of completed 
products necessary for the war this 
year.” 


Manufacturers Issue 
Earnings Reports 


Cutler-Hammer, Inc., for the nine 
months ended September 30, reports net 
income totaling $1,020,701. equal to 
$1.54 each on 659,998 capital shares, 
compared with $1,242,542, or $1.88 a 
share last year. 


Other companies reporting include 
the following: 


Jouns-ManviLLE — Third quarter, con- 
solidated net income $1,085,947, against 
$1,470,183 for the similar quarter of last 
year. Earnings on each share of common 
stock after preferred dividends were $1.23, 
against $1.62 a share for the three months 
ended on September 30, 1941. Sales in- 
creased to $28,074,219 from $25,941,410. 
Net. income before income and _ excess 
profits taxes for the first nine months of 
this year amounted to $16,039,890, com- 
pared with $12,853,631 in the 1941 period. 
Net income after taxes for the nine months 
was $2,885,336, equal to $3.24 a common 
share, while the net for the similar period 
of 1941 amounted to $4,488,984, or $4.97 
a common share. Sales amounted to $76,- 


1 : -- 
829,068, an increase of $12,075,149 over 
last vear. 


Ropsins & Myers, Inc.—Year to August 
31, net income, $871,067, equal, after pre- 
ferrs d dividend requirements, to $4.70 each 
on 147,705 common shares, against $814.,- 


770. or $4.39 4 : 
f , or $4.32 a common share, for preceding 
isCal year. 


Wortuincton Pump & Mac HINERY 
ine months ended September 30, net profit 


$2,018,687, after a provision of $8,285,197 
- ‘ederal income and excess profits taxes, 
based on an 80 percent rate. This is equiv- 
alent to $5.70 a share on 266,060 shares of 
- ion stock, after dividend requirements 

, © preferred stocks. For the nine 
is to September 30, 1941, net income 


$2,081,672, or $5.93 each on 265,985 
common shares. 


Field Reports on Business 


Reports indicate a narrowing market, resulting from the steady decline in the 
expansion of industrial facilities. Contracts have already been negotiated for 
the construction work on most of the new war plants. Heavy backlogs, how- 
ever, will carry on production at high levels for many months. 


NEW YORK 


In addition to government control of 
retail inventories, a number of other meas- 
ures designed to limit the flow of consum- 
ers’ durable goods appear to be in pros- 
pect. OPA is talking about concentration 
of retail trade, the allocation of remaining 
stocks among the remaining distributive 
outlets, and even subsidies to assure main- 
tenance during the war period of essential 
distribution channels. Excessive inventories 
of large chain outlets may be seized and 
allocated to smaller stores to assure equi- 
table distribution. These inventories, OPA 
said recently, have increased four or five 
times as much as inventories in the hands 
of small retailers. Department store stocks 
are “excessive,” the price control agency 
reports, in comparison to their volume of 
sales. 

Another indicator of the trend of the 
times is the reduction of consumer debt 
outstanding—most of it attributed to de- 
cline in installment debt against lower dur- 
able goods sales. During July the decline 
amounted to $500,000,000, or about 6 per- 
cent. The retailer mortality rate is on the 
increase, too, and the number of new outlets 
coming into the picture has also registered 
a drastic drop. 

Sales keep mounting, however. The Fed- 
eral Reserve Board reports that for the lat- 
est week—October 24—department store 
sales were up 18 percent over the corre- 
sponding week a year ago; for the four- 
week period the advance is 14 percent. 

Engineering construction volume for the 
latest week totaled $103,282,000, an increase 
of 17 percent over the preceding week, 
and 1 percent over the corresponding 1941 
week, according to Engineering News-Rec- 
ord. Current week’s construction brings the 
1942 volume to $8,324,585.000, an increase 
of 59 percent over the $5,250,210,000 re- 
ported for the 44-week period in 1941. 


CHICAGO 


Activities in the electrical industry in 
this area show mixed tendencies. Among 
the manufacturers, new orders for equip- 
ment have generally fallen off in volume 
during the past month. Most companies, 
however, report heavy backlogs which will 
carry on production at high levels for many 
months to come. There is, nevertheless, a 
narrowing market as a result of the steady 
decline in expansion of industrial facilities. 

Electrical wholesale trade is still well 
ahead of last year, but the trend is defi- 
nitely downward. Appliance stocks are prac- 
tically non-existent and high priority re- 
quirements are choking off contractors’ or- 
ders. Outside of industrial work, mostly by 
the larger firms, contractors’ activity has 
decreased sharply. On the other hand, indus- 
trial maintenance and repair work is ex- 
panding rapidly. 

Northern Indiana Public Service Co. is 
taking bids on a compressor building for 
South Bend, Ind., to cost approximately 
$35,000. Herlihy Mid-Continent Co. has 
been awarded the general contract for 
boiler house alterations at the Calumet gen- 
erating station of the Commonwealth Edi- 
son Co. Additions to the American Steel 
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& Wire Co. plant in Will County, Ill., will 
involve close to $100,000. 

Central Arch Iron Co. will install 46 mo- 
tors totaling 502 hp. Electrical work in the 
Chicago Latrobe Drill Works will include 
392 lights, 245 motors aggregating 918 hp. 
and four welders totaling 800 hp. 


PACIFIC COAST 


Despite mid-year predictions that fall 
would see the last of the big government 
jobs, thus limiting future electrical work 
to an occasional camp extension or air- 
field, there is still a considerable number 
of large jobs being placed or planned. 

Exceptionally heavy individual purchas- 
ing of appliances has so depleted retail 
stocks that at the present rate they will 
not last beyond Thanksgiving. There are 
still manufacturers’ stocks of holiday light- 
ing goods available along the Coast, but no 
spare lamps. More drastic dimout regula- 
tions, effective October 25, have occasioned 
much factory rechecking and reflector re- 
placements and of course ban any outdoor 
or visible indoor holiday lighting. 

Industriat developments include the 
planned doubling of the provided 225,000- 
ton annual capacity of Kaiser’s steel mill 
in southeastern California and a $1,250,- 
000 cement plant in Pima County, Ariz. 

Recent orders include radio transmission 
systems and equipment for the Bay Bridge 
and an Alameda base; a low bid from 
Moloney, covering a group of 200-kva. 
transformers at $1,158 each, for Los An- 
geles air-conditioning equipment for four 
southwestern camps, and a low bid of $16,- 
450 for an electrical hoist and tower for 
Keswick plant. 


NEW ENGLAND 


Orders for electrical equipment were less 
spectacular than those in other markets 
during the past week; nevertheless, there is 
a steady buying of widely diversified elec- 
trical commodities. A number of insulated 
wire and electric cable orders, averaging 
about $3,000, were recently received by 
Rhode Island and Massachusetts manufac- 
turers; Navy standard batteries and replace- 
ment parts in an unspecified number have 
been ordered from a Massachusetts plant; 
flexible lamp cord, marine telephone cable, 
and tape bookings are among items noted 
in recent contract awards in this district. 

A Connecticut manufacturer has received 
a contract for an unspecified number of 
motor-driven grinders. Small electric port- 
able drills and grinders are in demand. 
Bids were recently placed on 20 air filter 
fan units and dust filters, 216,000 ft. of 
electric cable, and wiring supplies for light 
and power for a large number of tempo- 
rary frame buildings now under construc- 
tion at Army training stations in this area. 

B. F. Sturtevant Co., Hyde Park, Mass., 
has received large orders for the installation 
of heating and ventilating equipment at 
one of the new Firestone synthetic rubber 
plants in the Middle West. 

General Electric is planning to change 
over its East Boston lamp factory for the 
manufacture of important war materials for 
the duration. 
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During the past week electric light and power stocks continued to gain. 

World” stock index went to 20.0 from 19.7 the previous week; last year, 21.5. Bonds 
held firm at 103.5; last year, 105.6 








Stocks Continue Advance; Bonds Hold Firm 


110 


Bonds $ 8 8 


“Electrical 





Niagara Falls May 
Pay Dividends 


FPC Revises “Write-Up” 
Order on Project No. 16 


Revising its previous order, the Fed- 
eral Power Commission last week gave 
Niagara Falls Power Co. the option of 
charging $15,537,943, disallowed in a 
June finding as part of the cost of its 
project No. 16, to capital surplus in- 
stead of earned surplus. The action 
was taken, according to Leland Olds, 
FPC chairman, to “pave the way for a 
payment of dividends” by the company. 

“By taking advantage of the alterna- 
tive offered by the commission in this 
modification of its previous order,” Mr. 
Olds said, “company officials will be 
able to declare dividends impounded 
heretofore. It is the commission’s de- 
sire that no undue hardship fall upon 
security holders during the present war 
emergency, and if the officials of the 
company will take the opportunity ex- 
tended to them, dividend payment may 
be made. At the same time the public 
interest will be protected by making 
provision for removal of this huge write- 
up in property costs from the company’s 
books.” 

The commission’s original order of 
June 9 (ELectricaL Worip, June 27, 
page 62) determined the actual original 
cost of the company’s project No. 16 to 
be $24,680,680, as of March 2, 1921, 
exclusive of items totaling $3,985,500 
reserved for further consideration, and 
disallowed $15,787,088 of the $44,453.- 
868 book cost of fixed capital in service 
on the 1921 license date. The order 
directed that $15,537.943 of the total 
disallowed be removed from the ac- 
counts of project No. 16 and placed in 
the earned surplus account of the com- 
pany and that the balance of $249,744 
be transferred to other accounts. 
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The alternative proposed by the 
commission in its amended order would 
permit the company to set up a reserve 
out of capital surplus, to be created for 
that purpose, equivalent to the amount 
of the write-up and to defer the writing 
off of the amount until 60 days after the 
final disposition by the court. Should 
the court sustain the commission the 
result will be to place the burden of 
the write-off squarely where it belongs 
—on the common stock, the commission 
said. A petition for review of the com- 
mission’s order of June 9 is pending in 
the Second Circuit Court of Appeals. 


Approves West Penn Loan 


Public Utility Com- 
mission has approved the application of 
West Penn Power Co. for authority to 
lend $125,000 to Beach Bottom Power 
Co., Inc., an affiliated corporation. 
Beach Bottom operates under lease a 
steam-electric generating station, known 
as Windsor Power station, located on 
the Ohio River, 10 miles north of 
Wheeling. The station is operated for 
the joint benefit of West Penn Power 
Co. and Ohio Power Co., joint owners. 


Pennsylvania 





Utility Reports 





Net Income 


1942 1941 
*Boston Edison ...«$ 5,312,766 $ 5,623,768 
*Brooklyn Edison 9,216,577 10,358,481 
*Commonwealth & Southern 

and subs... 10,378,854 11,878,000 
*Consolidated Edison (N.Y.) 

and subs i 28,567,498 34,743,604 
*Cons. Gas Elec. Lt. & Pwr. 

(Balto.) and sub ..... 6,288,171 6,345,412 
*Dallas Power & Light | 487,586 2,071,335 
*Idaho Power 1,034,580 1,388,101 
*Kansas City Power & Light 3,029,474 3,502,074 
*Louisiana Power & Light 921,113 1,100,817 
*New Orleans Public Service 2,364,207 2,669,291 
*Southern Calif. Edison.. 10,929,085 12,398,363 
*Utah Power & Light and 

OG (sc sc ccpmnearaks iesass. ee 1,896,449 
*Westchester Lighting...... 1,141,476 1,324,192 


*Twelve months ended September 30. 
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Hartford Customer 
Dividend Omitted 


Directors of the Hartford Electric 
Light Co. voted the regular quarterly 
dividend of 68°4 cents per share on the 
stock last week, but took no action 
upon the usual customer dividend be- 
cause of the effect of taxation on earn- 
ings. Full power was delegated to the 
executive committee of the board to 
take appropriate action later should cir- 
cumstances warrant. President Samuel 
Ferguson stated that the earnings state- 
ment for 1942, with the last three 
months estimated, indicated that the 
payment of federal taxes of $2,500.000 
would cut final earnings below the $2.75 
per share necessary to meet the normal 
dividend requirements and cause a defi- 
cit of $295,000 for the current year. 

The regular dividend was voted, how- 
ever, on the ground that the company’s 
business and the condition of its plant 
are excellent; that cash requirements 
for construction will be low for the next 
few years; that undistributed surplus 
earnings of past years total $3,600,000, 
and that, apart from the present drop 
in net earnings for which war taxation 
is entirely to blame, the nature of the 
business assures a long-term stability 
of earnings not existent in competitive 
industry. Last December the customer 
dividend was a 50 percent cut on De- 
cember bills, totaling about $490,000, 
at which time employees received a 50 
percent increase in December wages 
($91.000) and stockholders received 
$95,000 in special benefits. 

Commenting upon the effect of war 
taxation, President Ferguson said that 
the 1942 tax bill as passed went be- 
yond Congress’ expressed intent that 
all excess of earning above pre-war 
normal should be devoted to the war 
effort. This bill materially reduced the 
company’s earnings below the pre-war 
level despite the company’s investment 
of approximately $8,000,000 in the past 
few years to expand plant to meet war 
demands for power. This added invest- 
ment, Mr. Ferguson said, should have 
received consideration, but did not, un- 
less it may possibly be covered by an 
interpretation of one section of the tax 
bill, still under consideration. 


Virginia Electric 
Issue Approved 


The Securities and Exchange Com- 
mission last week approved the pro- 
posed issue of $4,000,000 in serial notes 
by Virginia Electric & Power Co. to 
finance the construction of a new plant 
necessary to the war effort. The ap- 
proval marks the first authorization 
granted by the Commission under the 
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accelerated amortization program, per- 
mitted under Section 124 of the Second 
Revenue Act of 1940, as amended, 
which permits full depreciation to be 
charged off in five years if certified as 
necessary to the war effort by the Army 
or Navy. 


—_—_—_—_—_—_—_—_—_—_—_—_—_—_—_—_—_—_—— 


FINANCIAL BRIEFS 





ToTAL BONDS CALLED before maturity 
in October amounted to $73,764,000, of 
which two utility company prepayments 
accounted for more than half. The two 
jssues were Long Island Lighting Co. 
series C, D and E 4’s, dated 1923, total- 
ing $29,961,000, called October 9, and 
$13,000,000 of North Boston Lighting 
Properties 34% percent notes due in 
1947, called on October 1. 


Hersert L. NicHous, chairman of 
Southwestern Public Service Co., has 
sent a letter to common stockholders 
advising them that the board of direc- 
tors has expressed its intention to pay 
dividends on the new common stock at 
the rate of 50 cents per share annually 
when this rate is justified by the earn- 
ings and cash position of the company. 
It is the expectation of the board that 
a dividend of 162% cents per share can 
be paid by the end of this year and semi- 
annual dividends of 25 cents per share 


can be paid in June and December, 
1943, 


AT THE RECENT stormy Electric Bond 
& Share Co. annual stockholders’ meet- 
ing J. Edgar Monroe, president of the 
Boland Machine Co. of New Orleans, 
and owner of 26,500 shares of Bond & 
Share common and 500 preferred, sug- 
gested that common and _ preferred 
share holders be represented on the 
board. He had at least part of his wish 
last week when the company elected 
him a director. 


American Power & Licnt Co. has 
requested permission of the SEC to buy 
in the open market its 6 percent deben- 
ture bonds, due the year 2016. The 
company said it planned to use $10,- 
000,000 of its own cash for the purpose 
to buy bonds at not in excess of par. 
The bonds are outstanding in the 


amount of $44,933,000, according to the 
last report. 


THe SEC HAS DECLARED effective 
declaration of the International Utili- 
lies Corp. to buy out of capital or un- 


famed surplus a regular quarterly 
dividend on November 1 on its $3.50 
Prior preterred stock, at the rate of 
871, Ce 


's per share on the 98.966 


shares of such stock now outstanding. 


Sales Opportunities 


ALaBAMA—Alabama Power Co., Birming- 
ham, plans extensions in transmission lines, 
including two river crossings of 115 ft., 
82-ft. clearances. Application has been made 
for federal permission. 


Kansas—War Department has author- 
ized new air force base with power sub- 
station and electrical distribution system, 
including underground lines in certain 
areas. Entire project will cost over $3,000,- 
000 and will be supervised by U.S. Dis- 
trict Engineer Office, Davidson Bldg., Kan- 
sas City, Mo. 


On1o—Chase Brass & Copper Co., Water- 
bury Conn., plans expansion to cost over 
$950,000, with financing through Defense 
Plant Corp. Work will be carried out at 
once. 


WASHINGTON—War Department plans in- 
stallation of an electrical distribution sys- 
tem. U.S. District Engineer Office, 800 
Third Avenue, Seattle, will make award 
for work on a negotiated contract basis. 


MassacHusetts—Lynn Gas & Electric 
Co., Lynn, has taken out a permit for new 
addition to steam-electric generating sta- 
tion. No estimate of cost announced. Work 
will be placed under way at early date. 
Stone & Webster Engineering Corp., 49 
Federal St., Boston, is consulting engineer. 


Souta CaroLtinA—War Department has 
authorized extensions in air force base to 
cost over $1,000,000 and to be supervised 
by U.S. District Engineer Office, Charles- 
ton. 


Iowa — Civil Aeronautics Authority, 
Washington, D. C., has approved plans for 
extensions in airport. Entire project will 
cost about $650,000. 


InptIANA—Board of Public Works, Deca- 
tur, plans installation of new switchgear at 
municipal power plant. Also will install 
new cooling tower at later date. Martin 
J. Mylott, plant superintendent, is in 
charge. Appropriations are being arranged. 


WasHINGcTON—Northwestern Electric Co., 
Portland, Ore., plans rebuilding of portion 
of power substation at Vancouver, re- 
cently damaged by fire. 


Wisconsin—Oilgear Co., 1403 West 
Bruce St., Milwaukee, manufacturer of 
broaching machines, pumps, presses, etc., 
plans expansion to cost over $1,000,000. Fi- 
nancing by Defense Plant Corp. Work 
scheduled to be carried out at once. 


Minnesota—Minnesota Power & Light 
Co., Duluth, has superstructure nearing 
completion for addition to steam-electric 
generating station, and plans early installa- 
tion to double present capacity, including 
new 25,000-kva. turbine-generator unit and 
accessories. Project will include expansion 
in power substation, switching station and 
extensions in transmission lines, and is 
scheduled for completion in 1943. Cost esti- 
mated about $2,700,000. Fulton Construc- 
tion Co., Superior, Wis., has award for 
structural work. 


Kentucky—War Department has author- 
ized expansion in military camp. Electrical 
equipment, including distribution lines and 
power substation facilities, will be in- 
creased. Entire development to cost over 
$3,000,000 will be supervised by U.S. Dis- 
trict Engineer Office, Nashville, Tenn. 


Onro—Cleveland Electric Illuminating 
Co., Cleveland, plans new power substation, 
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including extensions in transmission lines 
for feeder service. Also will make additions 
in distribution system in that area. Entire 
project is reported to cost close to $200,000. 


NEBRASKA—Omaha Steel Works, Inc., 
South 48th St., manufacturer of steel cast- 
ing and other steel products, plans expan- 
sion in plant, comprising several new one- 
story production units. Work scheduled to 
begin soon. Entire project is reported to 


cost close to $900,000. 


NesrAsKA —Central Nebraska Public 
Power & Irrigation District, Hastings, plans 
extensions in primary and secondary lines, 
including service facilities. Cost about $50,- 
000. Financing has been arranged through 
federal aid. 


OxkLaAHoMA—War Department has ap- 
proved plans for new air force training 
base. Complete electrical equipment will be 
installed for airfield, industrial and resi- 
dential service. Entire project will cost 
over $2,000,000 and be supervised by U.S. 
District Engineer Office, Wright Bldg., 
Tulsa, Okla. W. H. Schumacher and Ed- 
ward Hill, Oklahoma City, are architects 
and engineers. 


New YorK—Consolidated Edison Co. of 
New York, N. Y., has filed plans for alter- 
ations and improvements in power substa- 
tion and will carry out work at once. 


CaLtrorniA—Shell Chemical Co., 100 
Bush St., San Francisco, affliated with 
Shell Oil Co., same address, has plans 
maturing for new butadiene plant. Entire 
project estimated to cost about $15,000,000, 
with financing through Defense Plant Corp. 
Work will begin soon. Gordon B. Kaufman 
& Associates, 627 Carondelet St., Los An- 
geles, are architects. 


Texas—U.S. District Engineer Office, 
Denison, plans electrical distribution sys- 
tem, award for which will be made on a 
negotiated contract basis. 


New Calgary Unit in Use 


A power development which will add 
about one-third to the capacity of the 
hydro-electric power plants at the Cal- 
gary Power Co. and an important fac- 
tor to industrial facilities of Alberta 
has been completed and is now in op- 
eration. The new unit, known as the 
“Minnewanka” power and storage proj- 
ect, has a generating capacity of 24,000 
hp. This will increase the previous 
capacity of 70,000 hp. from three sta- 
tions on the Bow River to 94,000 hp. 
In addition the company operates as 
standbys steam plants with a combined 
capacity of 18,000 hp. 


Will Pay on Arrears 


Directors of the Empire District 
Electric Co., Joplin, Mo., have directed 
payment of $7.50 on arrears of dividends 
on the 6 percent preferred stock. The 
last previous payment was $4.50 on 
June 24. 
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EW EQUIPMENT 


Cable Support 


Three-conductor, steel and porcelain sup- 
ports which occupy minimum space and 
allow cables to operate at high current den- 


Open wiring support furnished for 

sizes from No. 6 to 2,000,000 c.m. and 
separable bases for f ace, beam or pir 
mounting. Delta-Star Electric Co., 2400 Block 


Chen 


+ rf 
at SU ce 


sities because of close triangular spacing, 
which results in a balanced circuit with 
low reactance. Permits multiple circuits 
of smaller size conductors, saving delay in 


securing large cables. Designed to take care 


of extensions, additional taps or rearrange- 
ments. 


Resistors 


Resistors, employing a strong, flat re- 
fractory core for resistance wire winding, 


are designed for use in installations where 
high watt space ratings are an important 
requirement. Each unit is fitted with a self- 
sustained mounting bracket and 
riveted to metal strips which extend 
through the core, providing additional heat- 
radiating facilities. Terminals are mechani- 
cally banded and spot welded in position on 
the core and core and winding are sealed 
in a fused-on enamel. 


Vitrohm Strip Resistors sizes from | in 


& in. in length; ratings, 30 to 75 watts. Ward 
Leonard Electric Co., Mt. Vernon, N. Y 
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Condenser 


Water-cooled Freon condenser, built in eleven 
sizes for varying capacities. Westinghouse 
Electric & Mfg. Co., East Pittsburgh, Pa. 


Type CW condenser, designed to con- 
form to A.S.M.E. requirements, gives a 
range of capacities from 5 to 100 tons each, 
net refrigeration effect, and is equipped 
with a ball type valve for purging non-con- 
densable gases. It is constructed of a seam- 
less steel shell and steel tubes, with remov- 
able cast-iron header which can be ar- 
ranged for either series or parallel water 
flow. Tubes, which are rolled into tube 
sheets, are soldered to insure tight joints. 
The unit is equipped with a fusible plug 
with melting point of 230 deg. F. 


Contact-Making Clock 


Clock which may be used with maximum 
demand meters, or as an impulse timer for 
various time-recording instruments, emits 
one to twelve impulses per hour by momen- 
tarily closing a circuit at predetermined, 


CYC-4"'  contact-making clock in 
steel housing, for a.c. of commercial 


R. W. Cramer Co., Centerbrook, 


fixed and unvarying time intervals. Motor 
is of the hysteresis type (450 r.p.m. on 60 
cycles) and consumes about 3 watts. Fur- 
nished for either 110 or 220 volts and any 
commercial frequency. Contacts are of pure 
silver rated at 1 amp. at 110 volts a.c. 


BUYING ELECTRICAL EQUIPMENT?— 
McGraw-Hill’s Electrical Buyers Reference 
is a convenient place to look first for 
manufacturers’ product data, names and 


addresses. 
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Fan Motors 


Type KSP, unit-bearing, shaded-pole frac. 
tional-hp. motors for vertical or horizontal 
use. In three frame sizes, For refrigeration, 
exhausters, unit heaters, coolers and other 
applications. Bulletin GEA 3684A. General 
Electric Co., Schenectady, N. Y. 


Short, compact motors designed for quiet 
operation. Ratings vary from 1.5 watts to 
1/25 hp. For 115-volt, 60-cycle operation, 
Can be used on 50 cycles at the 50-cycle 
running speed. For 25-cycle applications a 
type KSC permanent-split capacitor motor 
with separate capacitor can be had. To. 
tally inclosed construction, large oil reser. 
voir, forced lubrication. 


Pole Eye Plate 


New through-bolt guying device is par. 
ticularly adapted for attachment of wood 
strain insulators. Assembly with }-in. cleyis 


""PX89"' pole eye plate. Malleable Iron Fit- 
tings Co., Branford, Conn. 


bolt tested and rated above 20,000 pounds 
ultimate for 1-to-l1 lead (about 12,000 
pounds for horizontal guy). Less weight of 
material (33 pounds) than pole bands, ete. 


Adjustable Service Light 


Upward or downward, horizontally or 
vertically, in any angle of a 180-deg. are, 
new fluorescent service unit is adjustable 
without the use of tools. Cast-iron base, 
with casters for easy moving. Power-factor 
correction provided for the two 48-in. 40 
watt lamps. 


Portable fluorescent service light. Lumldor 


Manufacturing Co., Los Angeles, Ce 
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